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Bernie Schultz offers tips on why you probably need a jackplate 

Celebrating 
The Mid-South 
Tribune’s 25th 
Anniversary!

Thank you for
making it so!

Be a sport! 
Say ‘thank you!’

Here's an aerial view of a boat performing a circular, shallow-water hole shot. Notice the
mud trail. (Photo/Courtesy: The Fishing Wire.com)

the engine down, making ma-
neuvering much more difficult
… not to mention the added dis-
turbance it causes in situations

requiring stealth.
With a hydraulic jackplate, you
can raise the engine up high and
adjust the trim to give the boat a
flatter attitude. This not only im-
proves maneuverability, it allows

you to increase idle speed to
cover more water while creating
less disturbance.
Hydraulic Jackplates can im-
prove your boat's performance in
multiple ways.
The ability to raise the engine
also allows you to plane off in
shallow water — much shal-
lower than would be possible
with a fixed engine height. This
is a huge advantage, especially in
places that normally require long
idle times to reach adequate plan-
ing depths.
A trick I learned from flats fish-
ing in saltwater is to take advan-
tage of the clockwise rotational
lift of a spinning prop. By turning
the steering wheel all the way to
the left (which puts the leading
edge of the skeg facing right, the

same direction of the prop’s
clockwise rotation) you then re-
alize added lift when applying
full throttle. This kicks the stern
around and actually throws out a
small wake, which provides a
slight increase in water depth for
the prop to bite in. In addition,
with the engine cocked at an
angle, you minimize contact with
lake bottom as the boat leans to
one side. As the hull begins to
plane, you gradually lower the
engine to submerge the water
pickup. (This is critical, as you
do not want to starve the engine
for water for any length of time.)
Using this counterclockwise ma-
neuver, the boat will usually spin
to a full circle before reaching
planing speed. And it happens
quick, so it’s a good idea to plan

your exit route ahead of time.
Once up and running, you simply
adjust the trim and engine height
to your liking.

Digging deeper

While hydraulic jackplates prove
beneficial in the shallows, they
can also enhance performance in
deep water.
Because they set the engine far-
ther from the transom (usually up
to 12 inches), it effectively in-
creases the overall length of the
boat — which, in turn, makes it
bridge more water. And that’s
good, especially in rougher con-
ditions. But the biggest advan-
tage is the additional leverage
they provide.
By dropping the jackplate and
tucking the engine under, you can
greatly improve handling in
choppy water. This added
“pinch” on the hull and motor
will force the bow down to create
a flatter ride. If you have ever
plowed through rough seas in a
strong headwind, then you know
how critical this can be. 
Bass boats are notoriously stern
heavy. When you factor the
weight of multiple batteries, an
onboard charger, fuel, livewells,
Power-Poles and gear, keeping
the bow down can become a se-
rious challenge, and a hydraulic
jackplate will compensate for
that. 

Need for speed
For the totally performance
minded, jackplates also add top-
end speed with better handling.
By lifting most of the lower unit
out of the water, you minimize
torque at the wheel and decrease
drag. Add a bit of trim and the
bow will lift while increasing
speed. The trick here is finding

Here are some interesting tips
on jackplates for bass and
flats boats, from noted tour-
nament pro and flats angler
Bernie Schultz.

By Bernie Schultz
From The Fishing Wire.Com

Ask any touring pro if a hy-
draulic jackplate is worth the
money, and I’d bet their answer
would be an emphatic “yes!” On
the Bassmaster Elite Series,
they’re considered essential
equipment … for multiple rea-
sons.
Although they may be a bit
pricey, hydraulic jackplates can
vastly improve the performance
of your bass boat or flats boat
— both at the top end and in the
ability to run shallower at low or
high speeds. They can even im-
prove the ride.
A simple touch of a lever or tog-
gle switch allows the operator to
raise or lower the outboard en-
gine while under power, at any
speed. Combine that with the en-
gine’s power trim and you’ll re-
alize advantages beyond the
obvious.

Skinny as she goes

Consider bedding season when,
on some lakes and rivers, you’re
dealing with vast, shallow flats
— places where the fish may
concentrate only in small areas.
Covering water is required to
find those fish, and using a
trolling motor to do it can be te-
dious and time consuming.
Idling with the main engine
makes much more sense. But
without a jackplate, you would
have to trim the engine up,
which squats the stern and bogs

NFL’s Crucial Catch advocates catching cancer
early ... from sports page 1
specifically, Crucial Catch will
be a part of the League's It Takes
All of Us brand campaign,
which highlights the importance
of everyone joining together to
make a difference in the lives of
others.
Crucial Catch helps people
catch cancer early, when it may
be easier to treat. This is a
greater challenge than ever. The
COVID-19 pandemic has had a
devastating impact on screening.
Since March 2020, routine can-
cer screenings have dropped, re-
sulting in a screening rate drop
between 86% and 94% for some
cancers. Through Crucial Catch,
the NFL and American Cancer
Society are allocating resources
dedicated to safely restarting
cancer screenings in communi-
ties with the most need. For
many forms of cancer (breast,
cervical, colorectal and
prostate), the five-year survival
rate is above 90% when detected
early before it has a chance to
spread.
"For the last 12 years, the Amer-
ican Cancer Society and the
NFL have together been focused
on providing resources and as-
sistance to help ensure that more
Americans have access to criti-
cal cancer screenings," said
Gary Reedy, Chief Executive
Officer of the American Cancer
Society. "Having the support and

partnership of the NFL and its
fans through Crucial Catch will
undoubtedly lead to more lives
saved."
Since 2012, the NFL has funded
ACS' Community Health Advo-
cates Implementation Nation-
wide Grants for Empowerment
and Equity (CHANGE) grants,
which have contributed to
370,000 screenings in under-
served communities and reached
more than 1,070,000 million in-
dividuals with education, screen-
ing reminders and patient
navigation, bringing these life-
saving messages and screening
services to those who need them
most. 
All 32 NFL teams will have the
option of supporting early detec-
tion and risk-reduction efforts for
one or multiple cancers in-sta-
dium and in their communities.
In addition, players may wear
cleats, shoelaces and wristbands
in any color representing the type
of cancer awareness they support
and/or have been impacted by
during their team's Crucial Catch
game.
NFL-issued Crucial Catch

gameday apparel will feature a
multi-colored logo representing
all cancers. New this year, New
Era and Nike have created newly
designed Crucial Catch gear,
highlighting the NFL's commit-
ment to drawing awareness to

and supporting multiple cancer
prevention efforts. Fans can pur-
chase NFL-licensed  Crucial
Catch apparel on NFLShop.com.
Beginning on Thursday, Oct. 1,
and continuing through Week 6,
NFL Crucial Catch games will
feature:
Game balls with the Crucial

Catch logo
Multi-colored equipment for
players including: helmet decals,
captains' patches, wristbands,
sideline caps and quarterback
towels.
Multi-colored ribbon pins for
coaches and teams
Caps and pins for game officials
On-field multi-colored Crucial
Catch stencils
Multi-colored goal post wraps in
end zones; and
Field-wall banners in the
color(s) of the cancer awareness
movement(s) that each club sup-
ports
"Game-worn Crucial Catch
merchandise will be auctioned
on NFL Auction (nfl.com/auc-
tion). The NFL does not profit
from the sale of Crucial Catch
merchandise. Charitable contri-
butions are donated to the Amer-
ican Cancer Society to support
its CHANGE grant program."

It Takes All of Us
It Takes all of Us to Fight Can-
cer. One person's fight with can-
cer is never one person's fight.
Everyone's battle against cancer
requires the help and support of
the people by their side. This
season, the League will give
players, coaches, and fans
who've battled cancer an oppor-
tunity to pay tribute to someone
who helped them along the way
through Crucial Catch.
This year's Crucial Catch TV
spot, which will bring to life the
It Takes All of Us brand platform
introduced at Kickoff, includes
cancer survivors and advocates
with NFL ties, including:
JAMES CONNER, KYLE
RUDOLPH, JOHNATHAN
JOSEPH, CHUCK PAGANO,
and LEAH STILL, daughter of
DEVON STILL. Videos on so-
cial and digital platforms will
feature these five individuals, as
well as two fans who fought and
overcame cancer. In addition, all
videos will drive to
NFL.com/CrucialCatch and con-
clude with, "The NFL created
Crucial Catch because early de-

Lifetime begins its “Stop
Breast Cancer for Life
Awareness” Campaign.

See details on
sports & entertainment

page 5

tection can save lives. Join the
fight by getting screened today."
Each of the players involved in
this year's Crucial Catch cam-
paign have been personally im-
pacted by cancer in some way.
James Conner is a cancer sur-
vivor who was diagnosed with
Hodgkin's Lymphoma while in
college, when doctors found tu-
mors around his neck and chest.
Johnathan Joseph lost both his
grandfather and father to cancer.
Kyle Rudolph's brother, Casey,
was born with neuroblastoma, an
aggressive cancer that affects ba-
bies. His brother was behind his
motivation to build the 'Kyle
Rudolph End Zone' at the U of
M's Masonic Children's Hospi-
tal. Coach Chuck Pagano was di-
agnosed with Leukemia in 2012
when he was just a few months
into his new role as Head Coach
of the Indianapolis Colts. Former
NFL defensive lineman Devon
Still recently celebrated his
daughter, Leah's, five-year an-
niversary cancer-free after being
given a 50-50 chance to live.
Leah was diagnosed with stage 4
neuroblastoma in 2014.

With a hydraulic jackplate,
you can raise the engine up
high and adjust the trim to
give the boat a flatter atti-
tude. This not only im-
proves maneuverability, it
allows you to increase idle
speed to cover more water
while creating less distur-
bance.

just the right height with the plate
and proper trim to reach the ideal
RPMs … all while maintaining
sufficient water pressure.
Every boat will be different, so
it may take some tweaking with
the right prop and engine posi-
tion to realize your boat’s top-
end speed.
There are a number of quality
jackplates on the market, includ-
ing CMC, SeaStar, Bob’s Ma-
chine Shop and T-H Marine. And
most of these brands offer multi-
ple offset sizes (6, 8, 10 and 12
inches are common) capable of
handling the weight of large-
block outboards. 
I run a 12-inch Atlas by T-H Ma-
rine. It’s quick, quiet and self-
contained with no messy remote
pumps or hoses, and it works
well under power in a chop. I
also run one on my saltwater
skiff and have for years with zero
issues. 
Most brands offer a console
gauge to monitor engine height,
but they won’t tell you if your
water pickup is submerged and
functioning. For that you’ll need
a reliable water pressure gauge.
Believe me; you can jack an en-
gine to the point where it’s starv-
ing for water. If you do that for
more than a few seconds at
speed, you can fry your engine.
One last tip: If you’re using your
jackplate for top end perform-
ance, I highly recommend
mounting a lever-style switch on
the steering column. Just like the
blinker switch in your car, it’s
quick and handy. In fact, I sug-
gest mounting a matching trim
lever on the opposite side. That
way, both hands are always on
the wheel, which will ensure a
much safer boating experience. 

Follow Bernie Schultz on Face-
book and through his website

Vote!
It’s a right and a 

privilege!


